Acquired peripheral retinal telangiectasia after retinal surgery.
Acquired peripheral retinal telangiectasia (APRT) is a well-recognized clinical entity that can be mistaken for conditions such as choroidal melanoma or the angiomata of von Hippel-Lindau disease. Although most cases are idiopathic, some have been shown to be associated with conditions such as uveitis and retinal detachment. The clinical histories of four patients in whom APRT developed after retinal surgery are presented. For each patient studied, no retinal vascular abnormality was observed at the time of initial surgery. All patients were myopic, and three had clinical features compatible with Sticklers syndrome. APRT developed either in untreated retina remote from the area of detachment, in undetached retina treated with cryotherapy, in reattached retina in the region of subretinal fluid release, or in reattached retina over a scleral buckle. Possible risk factors for the development of APRT include retinal ischemia after longstanding retinal detachment, retinal cryotherapy or scleral buckling, and damage to Bruch's membrane at the time of scleral suture placement or release of subretinal fluid. This report provides further evidence of an association between APRT and retinal detachment, and that APRT may be more specifically associated with retinal detachments in patients with Sticklers syndrome.